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In recent years Congress failed to pass multi-year transportation funding authorizations, which had previously been in six year rounds. As a result the recent People’s Budgets were less explicit than they might be on public transit. However this year the FAST (Fixing America’s Surface Transportation) Act was passed, authorizing $305 billion over the next five years. The FAST Act authorizes $230 billion for highways, $60 billion for public transportation, $10 billion for passenger rail and $5 billion for highway safety programs. This slowed the retrograde motion around national transportation investment, but still leaves much to be desired. 

For the 2016 People’s budget: 
Build a Public Transportation Network for the 21st Century:
The development and improvement in transportation – canals, railroads, interstate highways, maritime ports and airports - provided the infrastructure for the growth of the US economy over the past 200 years. These investments have become stagnant over the past few decades, lacking in amount, vision, research and innovation. For example the US lags far behind both European and Asian nations in the development of high-speed rail travel. Acela takes almost 5 hours to go 300 miles from Boston to Philly.  In other nations three hundred mile trips take a bit over 2 hours: Tokyo-Osaka (since 1964); Paris-Lyon (1984); London-Paris, and from Ankara to Instanbul (330 miles) in 3.5 hours.  Upgrades in Key components of the system such as the Northeast rail corridor have been allowed to fall behind the need.
Transportation is key to  Economic Growth:
Public transit is a lifeline for many communities and a potential driver for the new manufacturing and economic development opportunities. It provides transit riders with opportunities to succeed by connecting them with education and employment. It provides good jobs and career pathways that enable transit workers to provide for their families. The proposed increased investment in rail and light rail equipment will stimulate revival of a key manufacturing sector of the national economy.
National Transportation Modernization is Needed to Retard Global Warming: Public transit also protects against the degradation of our environment and climate through reduced carbon emissions and gasoline consumption. According to USDOT data a typical Single Occupant Vehicle (SOV) emits nine times the amount of green house gas emissions per passenger mile as a fully loaded subway car.
The pressing need to accelerate national efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions requires significant increases in the rate of moving from single passenger vehicle travel to train, bus and other more carbon efficient forms of transportation. This need is reflected in the increased federal investment proposed below. This is easily financed by the savings from reducing the bloated pentagon budget.
According to a Harvard University multi city study, the single most important variable contributing to upward social mobility was convenient access to public transportation. Investing in modern public transit is essential to building and strengthening the economic and environmental well-being of our communities today and for future generations”.
The 2016 People’s Budget will be begin to reverse the current decline, sharply increasing investment in pubic transportation, generating economic growth, new jobs, and slowing emissions of damaging green house gases. 
Full funding: The People’s Budget will fully fund Transportation investments over the five-years of the current FAST bill, as it had done for prior decades, not using cuts to transportation obligations to states and localities as a source of funds. The current FAST Act relies on over $70 billion in ‘off-sets’ that are essentially budget gimmicks and accounting tricks. Investment in passenger rail transportation will be funded from general revenues and not from the gasoline taxes of the Highway Trust Fund.
The People’s budget increases FAST Act funding by 10% in the next five years, and 20% over the following five years. These funds will be provided through general revenues released through the cutting of Overseas Contingency Operations and the base Pentagon Budget including in particular the termination of nuclear weapons upgrades.

Bridge and Highway Maintenance: Rather than marginally useful spending for new road construction, highway funds will be prioritized for fixing defective bridges and critical maintenance/repair of existing roads and highways.

Passenger Rail Investment: Design and manufacture of passenger trains and engines was once a major US industry. This is now completely transferred abroad, undermining our nation’s industrial infrastructure. The Peoples Budget includes a doubling of passenger rail authorization to $20 billion in the next five years, including direct appropriation for passenger rail car purchases requiring – as with military contracts – that they be domestically manufactured. 
Investment in revising US-based manufacture of passenger cars and engines should also be extended to the design, manufacture and deployment of new and improved light rail transit. 
In the second five years these new investments should rise to at least $40 billion, split between conventional rail transport and new light rail forms.
The Nuclear Disarmament section of the People’s budget projects overall savings of the order of $300 billion over the next ten years. Of the order of 25% of the savings to be realized by terminating the plans to upgrade our nuclear weapons arsenals will be devoted to transportation investments. This will yield $75 billion over the next decade for new and productive transportation and transit investments.

Shift from Automobile Use to Rail, Bus, Biking and Walking::The People’s budget will  commit to greater investments in public transit and intercity rail, shifting an increased number of travel miles from driving to public transit, biking and walking. This will help Americans become healthier, breathe cleaner air, reduce our nation’s oil dependence, and most importantly, support efforts to reduce climate change.  
Automobiles including SUVs and pickups will remain dominant, but we must commit to building an infrastructure for very high mileage Electric Vehicles, particularly in urban areas, with clean sources of electricity and both positive incentives for electric buses (battery powered) and negative incentives for gas guzzlers.  Worcester, MA currently has the largest electric (battery powered) bus fleet in the U.S. with a grand total of six buses (all made in South Carolina).  The peoples budget should strongly support domestic production of such buses and subsidize localities to purchase them.  

Increasing Operating Subsidies: Efficient public transit systems benefit the overall economy and all citizens. Over the next ten years the People’s budget will return to the former DOT policy of providing direct federal subsidies for rail and bus public transit systems, whether urban, regional or rural. By the end of the ten year period these will be 25% of the actual operating costs for both urban and regional transit systems.
  
Transportation Innovation: The Peoples budget will increase transit funding in budget appropriations for New Starts, Small Starts, Amtrak and TIGER Programs over the levels provided in the current Transportation Appropriation. The People’s Budget also includes a significant increase in the R& D budget of the U.S. Dept. of Transportation, for new signaling, control, telecommunication technologies, and exploration of new transit technologies such as Maglev systems, unified fare payment systems, and bus rapid transit (BRT).  
Innovation and development of more efficient electric vehicles designed for urban and regional pubic transit system should not be left to the voluntary activities of vehicle manufacturers. The 2016 People’s Budget includes $15 billion dollars in R&D funds over 10 years for design and development for more effective electric vehicles intended for public transit systems. 
	
Human Health and Environmental Protection: As noted by USPIRG, the current FAST bill cuts out vital environmental safeguards designed to protect our air, land, and water from polluting and destructive projects in order to make expanding highways faster and easier. The end result will be more highway expansion, more pollution, and more global warming causing carbon emissions. The People’s budget will double the authorization of highway safety to $10 billion in the next five years and increase related appropriations for the critical work of protecting human health and the environment.
Also significantly increased are funds for ensuring access to transportation for disabled passengers. 
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