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To: The Honorable [Senator’s Full Name]

From: Constituents of [State]

 

July 16, 2014

 
In July 1776, the Continental Congress voted for the Declaration of Independence asserting: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights.” Each July, we honor and celebrate these founding and fundamental principles. Corporations—entities of our creation—never exercised “rights” reserved for natural persons, until recently. Without constitutional basis, and by the slimmest margins, the US Supreme Court has unilaterally created a radical doctrine of corporate personhood.

As active voters in [your state], we call upon you to join us in declaring independence from unprecedented and abusive corporate power. If you haven't already, please direct your staff to contact the sponsors listed below to sign on as a cosponsor of the following legislation:
SJ Res 18: A Constitutional Amendment declaring that the rights protected by the Constitution are intended to be the rights of natural persons; and the words “people,” “person,” or “citizen” used in the Constitution do not include corporations, limited liability companies, or other corporate entities. Sen. John Tester, phone: (202) 224-2644.

SJ Res 19: A Constitutional Amendment declaring that Congress and the states shall have the power to regulate the raising and spending of money and in-kind equivalents with respect to federal and state elections, respectively. Sen. Tom Udall, phone: (202) 224-6621.

S. 1282: 21st Century Glass-Steagall Act. To reduce risks to the financial system by limiting banks' ability to engage in certain risky activities and conflicts of interest, to reinstate certain Glass-Steagall Act protections repealed by the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, and for other purposes. Sen. Elizabeth Warren, phone: (202) 224-4543.

S. 985: Return to Prudent Banking Act. To repeal certain provisions of the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act and revive the separation between commercial banking and the securities business, in the manner provided in the Banking Act of 1933, aka the Glass-Steagall Act, and for other purposes. Sen. Thomas Harkin, phone: (202)-224-3254.

Also, we call upon you to vote against S. 2083: the American Job Creation and Strategic Alliances LNG Act, that would favor interests of certain corporations above protecting human lives and the environment by recklessly accelerating the construction of, and decreasing Department of Energy review of natural gas export facilities. 
We look forward to engaging you on these and other issues in the future.

Sincerely,

 

 

[ORGANIZER NAME(S) AND CONTACT INFO: EMAIL AND PHONE NUMBER]

[CHAPTER NAME]
